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“That in the above-mentioned Bill now 
before your Honourable House, your hum- 
ble Petitioner sees a design to cause gold 
aud silver to be the circulating money of 
England; that he knows, as well as he 
knows fire burns, that if gold and silver be 
the circulating money of Eugland, that more 
than half the present nominal amount of 
the taxes cannot be levied, without produc- 
ing ruin and wretchedness absolutely insup- 
portable: and that, therefure, while he ex- 
presses his profound gratitude to your Ho- 
nourable House, for your laudable design to 
restore to the people the security given by 
His Majesty’s coin, he most humbly but 
most earnestly prays your Honourable House 
toreduce the taxes to an amount not ex- 
ceeding that which was their amount before 
the smal] paper-money supplanted the coin 
of His Majesty.—And your Petitioner will 
ever most humbly pray.”—Mr. Cobbett’s 
elution to the House of Commons, 20th Feb. 


26. 





TO THE 


EADERS OF THE REGISTER. 


On the State of the Paper Bubble. 


: Barn- 829. 
ty Parenps, arn-Eim Farm, 4th May, 1829 


Tue bubble is now working most de- 
ghtfully : it is punishing our old ene- 
e$; itis abashing them and confound- 
ig them; it is making the borough- 
ze7s, those infamous sons of bribery 
‘ corruption ; those base, those bloody 
rsecutors of liberty and of public spirit; 
's making these vagabonds hang their 
ads, not knowing what to say, and not 
ring to look the people in the faée. 
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they have cherished until now a hope, 
that the accursed system would last for 
ever: they now begin to perceive that it 
will not; and their base hirelings of the 
press seem to be preparing the world 
for some great assault to be made upon 
a part at least of those establishments, 
which these same miscreant hirelings 
have always maintained, that men ought 
to be put to death for not regarding as 
sacred and inviolable. 

I need not tell you that the state of 
trade and commerce, manufactures, 
farming, every thing, in short, is-dis- 
tressing to the last degree; that insol- 
vency is truly the general state of people 
in business; that bankruptcies are not 
resorted to in thousands upon thousands 
of cases, only because the effects of the 
debtor will not pay the expenses of that - 
sort of proceeding.. That insolvency, 
and the Insolvent Courts, are resorted to 
instead.of bankraptcy; but that at last, 
even insolvency is become too we Pisa 
a process for the beggared tradesmen, 
farmers, merchants, and manufacturers ; 
and that now, for the first time in the 
annals of this country, to make compro-~ 
mises has become the fashion! The writ 
is now generally looked upon as a use- 
less insirument: not to be insolvent; 
not to be compelled to resort to compro~ 
mise, is the exception ; txsolvency and 
compromise are therule. And you know 
as well as f, that there is not the smallest 
prospect of amendment. 

Now, my friends; please to read. the 
motto, which I have put at the head of 
this paper: it is the concluding part of a 
petition which I presented to the House 
of Commons at the time when it was ‘dis- 
cussing the Small-note Bill, which was 
to have gone into full effect on the filth 
of last »month; but which has, as we 
know, been in part evaded. 1 am going 
now to call your attention to two articles 
on the RENCY; one 
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ber of a book called The Quarterly Re-| readers. Such has been the conduct of 
view, which is published by one Mure, this base publication ; let us now ope 
ray, in Albemarle Street. { noticed | what this wretched publication has 9 
this last-mentioned infamous publication, | say for itself in the midst of the mischio/ 
though still more stupid than infamous, ; which it bas helped to create.  [t see 
in my last Register. I had not then seen; that the mischief is come: it sees thy 
the thing itself, and had got only at an; my prediction is verified or verifying 
extract, which had been inserted in the; it has discovered that there is no salva. 
newspapers. <A friend has sent. me the} tion: it is compelled to acknowledge 


thing itself; and you will find, by-and-| that the distress is most terrifying: i 


by, that, upon the supposition that | dares not hold its tongue upon the sub- 
Menaay and his hireling crew are not) ject : it must acknowledge, that the cor 
nad, the borouglinongers and all their | sequences anticipated by me are come: 
understrappers have, at last, come to a | that is to say, that “ruin and wretched. 
state bordering upon desperation. You/|‘! ness are and must be absolutely in- 
know that the general part of the news- |“ supportable ;” it is compelled to ae. 
papers are anticipating some great mea- | knowledge this, and yet it must, if it can, 
sure on the part of the Government; | make out not only that it was rigit be- 
that they are stating that ¢%e Church, the | fore, but that I was wrong! You shall 
funds, and other things, are to be at-| now see how this beastly, this lying, this 
tacked; that there is to be a proceeding | unprincipled, this infamous, this really 
that will ‘astound the nation.” The| and truly sanguinary newspaper, whic! 
language held by the press in general is | is a disgrace to the country in the eyes 
such as to induce people to believe, that | of every man in England but Loxp 
the present pecuniary system is to un-|Cirrpen; you shall see how this wretc’- 
dergo a complete change. (ed thing endeavours to make it out, thi’ 
Now, then, being so good as to carry | it has not been the most foolish bea 
these observations in mind, look at the | that ever grubhed or grazed. 
following article from the base and dirty; “It was said, that the small noies 
Old Times newspaper. This stupid and | “ could not be called in, We denied 
infamous publication, which was, a little }“* the assertion : they are called in : they 
while ago, applauded in open Parlia- | < have been eatinguished by law about e 
ment, by that profound senator Lonp |“ month; and the precise era of theit 
Cuirpen, has all along maintained, and | ‘‘ extinction was marked by no convul- 
most strenuously maintained, that the | “ sion whatever : it was unnoticed and 
withdrawing of the one-pound notes, |‘ unnoticeable. Still it. is not fo 
would cause no inconvenience at all to} “ denied, that there is an o%scure and 
trade and commerce! It has maintain- | lurking suspicion in the money-markel, 
ed this, in great part, because I had | « extremely injurious to commercial 
maintained the contrary: this base, in- | “ enterprise and activity. We should 
famous, and stupid publication, though | wish to see the atmosphere in that 
so much admired by Lory CLirpen, | “ quarter cleared up. The truth is 


has been the cause of the rain of many | “ that both the return to each paymen 


thousands of persons by its helding the “ and the recall of the small noe 
above-mentioned opinion, and this opi- |“ should have been prepared for bya 
nion it held, partly perhaps from its im- “more sincere diminution of. expenses 
penetrable and inflexible ignorance, | “‘ than. was ever practised ; and then 


and partly, and perhaps principally,;|“‘ no mischief. compatatiyelys would. 
{rom its anxious desire to throw discredit | have been’ felt “no apprehensions &™ 
ae my opinions. 1 had said that! « gendered... Strongly, and; not wholy 
which has been so explicily stated in| “jn vain, did. we, urge relrenchine 
he motto to this paper; and this vile|‘ bat much more, as it is now f 
old newspaper maintained the contrary, | “ been done.” of. 
and caused it to be believed by its Ab eniebens id tha 


Now, nobod re 
ways besotied, or desperately corrupt, euieuil could on heal Am; 
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for my part, I always insisted that they 
could and ought to be ealled in. This, 
therefore, is lie number one. Lie num- 
her two is, ‘* we denied the assertion.” 
Lie number three is, ‘ the small notes 
ave called in.” Lie number four is, 
“they have been eatinguished about a 
month.” The base wretches who own 
and conduct this paper will find, if they 
go, whether at East Bourne, or at Bear 
Wood near Reading, or any where else, 
to purchase a glass of gin and to get 
- change for a five-pound note, that they 
will get four one-pound notes as part of 
their change. The law did, indeed, eall 
to the notes to come in, but the Quakers 
would not let them go ;. and it is a noto- 
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proves. Jt was J who warned the Go- 
vernment of the ruin and wretchedness 
that the Small-note Bill would inflict, 
unless accompanied by a great reduc- 
tion of taxes. This base paper main- 
tained the contrary; and by that line of 
conduct has caused the ruin of thousands 
of its base and stupid readers. It will 
now (sensible devil) be ‘ glad to see 
“ the atmosphere clear up in the money- 
“ market.” Beastly wretch ; filthy lamp 
of blood and dirt! How is the atmos- 
phere to clear up without @ greater 
quantity of money? and how is that 
greater quantity of money to be got at 
except by repealing the Small-note 
Bill! Beastly creature, you would now 
take off taxes, would you? And how 








rious truth, that a great part of the notes 
are still in circulation ; that the main part 


ofthem are in circulation; that the Qua- yof the debt too? 
kers have discovered the means of evad- | 


ing the law in a great measure ; that the | 
Government congratulates itse/f that its | 
own law has been evaded, and that the | 
notes are still afloat inf a considerable 
proportion; all this is known to the 
base wretches who put forth this para- 
graph; and yet they have the brass to 
tell Lonp Cutepen and the rest of their | 
admiring readers, that the small notes 
were EXTINGUISHED a month ago! | 
There is no public in the world, except | 
this, in which so infamous a publication 
could be tolerated; and I am sure that 
there is not another aristocracy in the 
whole world, that could produce a Peer 
{o praise such a publication. 

But, my friends, mark the sequel! 
All these lies, all these. impudent lies, 
are no more than a sort of apology for 
the acknowledgment which is to succeed. 

he extinguishment of the small notes 
“produced “ne convulsion whatever.” | 
Still it is not to be denied that there 
sa something which requires a reduc- 
tion of expenses!” Arid; then, this in- 
famous paper has the audacity to pre- 
lend that IT urged the necessity of such 
reduction to accompany the execution 
of the Smalisnote Bill! Lying, beastly 
thing! It never o: 








would you do that, and pay the interest 
Beast! the fire, or 
rather fires, with which are to be roasted 
the oxen and sheep for the “ grand 
feast of the gridiron,” shall be lighted 
with these nasty corrupt sheets of yours ; 
and thus I quit you for the present. 

I now come to one of the fellow la- 
bourers of this nasty stinking old paper ; 
namely, the Quarrerty Review, or, 
rather, Joun Murray, of Albemarle 
Sireet, who either puts the stupid stuff 
together, or hires oiher blackguards to 
do it. The book is entitled thus; “The 
Quarterly Review. Vol. 39. Pub- 
“lished in January and April, 1829. 
* London: Joun Murray, Albemarle 
“ Street.” It is printed by a fellow of 
the name of W. Crowes, who says he 
lives in Stamford Street. So, you see, 
Murray may be the author for what 
we know: his title-page leaves that asa 
matter of uncertainty. At any rate, I, 
acting upon the principles of the law, 
shall make him answerable, as far as | 
have leisure at present, for the contents 
of this bundle of stupidity, insolence, and 
oporeare Murray, as well as Anna 


Rovie (‘* sure such @ pair were never — 


seen, so formed alike by nature” !) pro- 
tests that the small note bill has gone 


into full e, Feet; 
‘aeoaien the 
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ray. She is rather more shy, too: she 
shies naming me upon this occasion ; 
but Mvuaray speaks out; and I will be 
bound to say, that there is not a man 
amongst you, who will not long to kick 
him, The passage to which I al- 
lude is as follows: “ A writer of great 
notoriety, has, for years, been in the 
‘‘ habit of asserting, in his weekly lucu- 
‘* brations, that this measure never can 
‘ be carried into effect without reducing 
the price of wheat to thirty-two shil- 


- 
* 


‘ other commodities in the same propor- 
‘tion, and producing in consequence a 
public convulsion. A public convul- 
sion is the summum malum towards 
which all his aspirations are directed: 
‘he has wasted the whole of a long life 
‘in vain attempts to excite and ferment 
** public discontent. And the anticipa- 
‘tion, that the suppression of the one- 
pound-note circulation must create a 
national commotion, is the last hope 
‘to which the hoary democrat now 
‘seems to cling: at least such is his de- 
‘‘ claration ; for he has given a pledge, 
‘that, if the circulation of one-pound 
‘notes be finally withdrawn, and a 
public convulsion do not take place in 
consequence, he, WittiamM Cosperr, 
‘* will consent to be roasted on a Grid- 
For ourselves, we profess to 


- 
- 


iron, 
entertain neither doubt nor fear upon 
the subject: in fact, the event, anti- 
cipated with so much glee by the 
democrat of Kensington, as the source 
of political contusion, has already ta- 
ken place. The act for the final sup- 
pression of one-pound notes, has al- 
ready begun to operate ; and yet, we 
have neither heard nor seen any thing 
which seems to indicate that the mea- 
sure in question has produced the 
slightest inconvenience. As far as we 
‘can see, it has not affected the selling 
** price of any species of commodity.” 
As far as you can see, Murray ; from 
which | must conclude that you are very 


> 
oo 
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. 


‘ 


‘ 


. 
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«s 
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ra) 


‘ 


near sighted ; and that, when you write,. 


you are compelled to poke those dull 
and stupid eyes of yours down to the 
very paper., So, Muraay, you publish 
to the world, or, at least, to your tax-eat- 
ing tribe of readers, that I, by name, am 
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‘lings per quarter, and the price of 


v0 


a ‘‘ hoary democrat ?” I am a subject of 
the King, and am devilish sorry that | 
am your fellow subject. A democrat 
means a man who is hostile to Kingly 
Government ; for me to be hostile to 
_Kingly Government, would make mea 


. disloyal subject. You, therefore, accuse 


me of being disloyal to the King. 1 will 
not call you slanderer, liar, scoundrel, 
nor any thing else; but I will exhibit 
you in the colours in which your book 
portrays you; and I will leave my 
readers to give you the appellation which 
you merit. 

_ In the first place, how many “ years” 
can I have been foretelling the effects 
of this Small-note Bill, when the bill 
'was passed only about three years ago! 
Next, when did I say that a ‘national 
‘* convulsion, or commotion would be 
‘* produced by the One-pound-note Bill!” 
Sensible Murray, learned Muraay, 
when did I ever talk about the “ with- 
“ drawing the circulation of one-pound 
“notes?” In the next place, sensible 
and far-seeing Murray, how is it that 
the “ event” has already taken place, 
when the Government congratulate them- 
selves that their act has been evaded; 
and when it is notorious that, in very 
numerous cases, one country banker is 
issuing and re-issuing the notes of auo- 
ther country banker, and thus, in all 
these cases, rendering the law of no 
effect! Wise Murray, who perceives 
nothing to indicate that the measure 1n 
question has produced the ‘ slightest 
inconvenience: ” wise Murray, deep 
Murray, who area Scotchman, | pre- 
sume, the name so strongly stinking of 
the other side of the Tweed ; wise Mcr- 
ray, who says this in page 463 of the 
last number of your blackguard book : 
if this be so, what devil has frightened 
you to write as follows, in page 507 of 
the same blackguard book! “ Sume 
« people urge, that, comparing our debt 
‘* with our means, our condition is belter, 
“rather than worse, than that of most 
“of our continental neighbours ; thal, 
“ though a-bankruptéy has often bees 
“ predicted, it n&ver yet has happened ; 
“that they really cannot reconcile © 


“their minds that a compromise *!' 
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« bounds of the most distant probability. 
“WE” (have you, as the country 
people say, got pigs in your belly ?) 
© «feel ourselves obliged to declare, that 
“ we cannot adopt this soothing view of 
«the subject. The amount of the debt 
‘- is so enormous, that the mere statement 
‘of it could not fail to carry alarm to 
‘every one possessed of Ordinary pru- 
‘dence and foresight, unless familiarity 
‘had rendered us insensible to our 
‘ danger.” 

Danger! What do you talk of danger 
Hor, when you have jast before said that 
nil ny alarms, or, rather, all my hopes 
pt confusion, are groundless; and that 
he One-pound-note Bill will operate 

eneficia‘ly towards the country ? What 

re you alarmed at, then, Murray ? No 
urther back than page 453 of your 
tupid book, you were in the highest 
ussible glee, triumphing over me, 
aughing at all my predictions about 
onvulsions, and congratulating the 
untry on the solidity which our 
inances would now possess; and, in 
nly forty-four pages afterwards, in the 
ame villanous book, you appear to be 
rightened out of your senses at the 
talement, at the bare statement, of the 
mountof our debt! But, we must hear 
jou a little further here ; we must see 
hat a picture you give us of the state 
nd prospects of that country, which 
ou had just represented as being so 
ich, 80 prosperous, and so secure trom 
anger. Your words are these : ‘* When 
it 18 considered that the interest of 
the debt now greatly exceeds the 
half of our whole annual income, — 
tiat it is by no means impossible that 
the people may bécome distressed by 
paying the taxes now imposed, or that 
their amount when paid may be found 

‘o diminish,—that the pressure of the 

debt, instead of being relieved by a 

all in the value of money, may be: 

“ygravated by the continuance of the 

ise we have now for.some years eX=, 

Raber the debt, which has 
eat met reduced during so un<. 
accumulate on th mht 
ther wate i atid gd fase! 
rational man ast to! eel xis 

great uneasi- 
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“ ness at our financial situation. It is 
“the practice of those persons, who 
‘ trust that the chapter of accidents will, 
‘‘ some way or other, avert an evil from 
‘which they themselves can point out 
“no mode of escaping, to flatter them- 
“ selves that, if it should unfortunately 
“ arrive, it will prove less dreadful in 
‘reality than in prospect. It appears 
“to us unmanly and discreditable to 
“rely on such consolations as these : 
‘we prefer looking facts in the face. 
‘‘ In most countries of the continent, the 
‘ reduction or delay of payment of the 
‘“ interest of the debt would be no novelty. 
“ It can do comparatively little injury 
‘to a despotic government, and might 
‘ perhaps create no commotion among 
 jts injured people ; but in this country, 
“ where no such crisis has hitherto been 
‘ known, and where universal and im- 
“ plicit faith is placed in the punctuality 
“with which the engagements of the 
“state will be fulfilled, bankruptcy of 
“any sort would inflict unspeakable 
“ distress upon a large part of the com- 
“ munity, and bring the wry existence 
‘ of the constitution inte ‘anger. To 
‘‘ remove all chance of such a catas- 
‘* trophe, it certainly appears to be an 
“ object of paramount importance that 
“ the magnitude of our debt should be 
‘‘ diminished. A season of peace and 
“ tranquillity like the present is by far 
“ the most favourable for such an under- 
“taking ; and if ever it should in any 
‘shape be brought under the serious 
‘* consideration of the government, there 
‘ig scarcely any sacrifice to which the 
 eountry would not cheerfully submit, 
«provided it were satisfied that the 
“plan would be faithfully carricd into 
* execution.” P 

Murray, it is well for your hide, and 
that grizzly head of yours, and those near- 
sighted eyes which are stuck in that 
head, that my constant readers, cannot 
get at you with a horsewhip or a broom- 
s‘ick. 
théy woul! baste you for this scandalous 
series of robberies committed upon the 
Register! This 
rather the two artic 
Curreney” .and the o 
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seventy pages of print; and, in the! “ the current of events is forcing fur 
whole seventy pages, there is not one ‘ ward. While no branch of our jp. 


sensible sentence which you have not) 
taken from the Register, every reader | 
of which will recognise, in the passage | 
just quoted, sentiments and arguments | 
used by me years and years pus. In 
the article on the Currency, at page 464, 
you combat, almost in ny very words. 
the stupid doctrines of Ricarpo and his 
followers, upon which Peex’s bill was 
passed. You contend (OQ, precious con- 
tender!) that Arcarpo was in error, and 
that he misled Peelin the House. Mur. 
nay, Why did you not contend this while 
the Bill was be‘ore the House? 1 con- 
tended it from Long Island, while you, 
you base slanderer, was calumniating 
me. 

But, to return ta our “ present dan- 
gers.’ Here we have you complaining 
of this amount of the debt; frightened 
out of your wits lest the people should 
not be able to pay the taxes; observing 
(QO, original observation!) that the pesr 
is rendered heavier by the rise in the 
value of money; ca'ling upon the coun- 
try to look us situation in the face; 
painting the horrible effects of bankrapt- 
cy; calling for any sacrifice in order to 
diminish the weight ef the pgesr, and 
beseeching the people to make such sa- 
crifice. Now, Murray, the devil is in 
you, if you were not drunk or mad when 
you wrote this; or, when you wrote the 
crowing passage in page 463! Drank 
or mad you must have been, upon one or 
the other of these occasions; or, the 
falsest, most fickle, most stupid, most 
childish, most forgetful beast you must 
be, that God ever suffered to let live. 


stitutions ought to be touched which 
‘* can be safely let alone, there yet exisis 
‘an imperative necessity for subjecting 
‘“ MANY of them to alteration; and it 
‘is the number and imporiance of the 
‘things which require to be aliered, 
‘and the inconceivable difficulty of al- 
‘tering them, which must, for some 
“time to come, render the duties of 
* statesmen in this country, if they are 
“ adequately performed, peculiarly se- 
‘ vere and unremiiting.” 

What the cevil, Murgay! the vestiges 
which remain of the fexdal system, “ are 
“ calenlated to obstruct the changes, 
*‘ which the current of events is iorcing 
“ forward!” Elegant Murray! current 
of events forcing forward changes; just 
as ariver ora rivulet, when filled wih 
sudden rains, forces forward the stich 
and straw and dead dogs and cats. This 
is the case all over Europe, it seems; and, 
of course, we are not exempted from it; 
and you tell us that, thaugh none of ou’ 
institutions ought to be touched, if they 
can be *‘ safely let alone ;” yet that there 
exists an imperative necessity “ lt 
touching many of them.” Bravo, Mv 
ray! Now, Murray what have we 
left belonging to the feudal system ! The 
claims of the Church; the law of primo 
geniture ; the titles-of the aristocracy; 
the titles to manors; manorial clains; 
the game laws; the title of the King tohis 
throne; the title of every man to bis 


land, as proprietor; the corporations of 


cities, boroughs, and towns; all the priv 
leges of every description which make 





One more 


“ civil revolution has taken 
“more extensive than any wh 


“ever brought about by conquerors or 


“negotiators, aud which promises to be | 


“ far more permanent. 
“ tem, trom which 
‘and customs of every part of Euro 
“are deduced: is everywhere under- 
{; mined br Overturned, and those ves- 
* tiges af 4tw main are only 


_ enlated i aide ihe changes which 













The feudal sys-| aadea knig 
so many of the Jaws | ed : 


pe|der, Murray, the order 


cal- | 


the aristocracy our masters. Which o 


| passage, Muxray,and then | these you mean to tovch, Murnsy, 
I think I shall have done with you for| rather, which 
the present. It is this, at page 518, “A | not tell ; 


you mean to spare, nant 
but you mean to touch many © 


lace far | them; and, my good grizzi y-headed fel- 
ich was} low, the sooner you begin the belle 


Only take care, that you do not so towed 
things as io prevent yourself from being 
t, and your wife being ¢*™ 
Lady Murray. Establish a new 

of the part 
be the grand knight yourself, and ™* ; 
all your hireling blackguards, Syu'r@ 
and thus I finish you, Muraay, ! 
present, 
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| now turn to-you, Readers of the Re- considerable length of time ; that there . 


sister, That is the way, my friends, to | must be great reduction of taxation, or 
treat these blackguard plagiarists, ‘Treat | great alteration in the value of money, or 
ihe blackguards like gentlemen ; and that | great change in the application of reve- 
is all they ask. ‘They, under a veil, are | nues of some sort or other, Every one 
ty calumniate all the world, and yet. to} now sees this ; and the subject of anxiety 
he considered as gentlemen, Treat them | is, where and when the change is to be- 
as gentlemen, and you plead guilty to/gin. Many persons think that the Trish 
their infamous charges. But, I am for| Church is destined to receive the first 
eetting hold of a name somewhere or| volley ; others think that the pepyr is to 
‘another., This Murray.is answerable! have the honour of precedence ; some 
toother people for what_he publishes; | think that the Crown Estates are to be 
and why should he not be answerable to| brought to the hammer. For my part, I 
we! With regard to the public he ought | neither know nor care, where or when or 
also to be answerable. {[tishe that em-|how the attack is to begin. Begin L 
ploys the base and fpolish fellows that ‘know it must, and end [I know it must; 
wrile. He receives the profits of their|erd in the Reform of the Commons 
labour; and he, of course, is to be re-| House of Parliament. To the people it 
sponsible for the result of that labour. | signifies not much when this reform shall 
I! a scoundrel employ a parcel of thieves | take place ;. but it signifies every thing 
10 go and steal goods and bring them to/ to the aristocracy; who, if the reform 
him, he is liable to be punished as a| come after the levelling changes are be« 
thief. This fellow puts his name inthe! gun, will have fo ree the day when 





title-page of the publication ; and he| 
pays people for printing it, he hires ruf=| 
fians to fill his book up} he sells the 
ting; he puts the profits in his pocket ; 
and, yet, forsooth, because he is called 
We,” throughout the book, he is to be 
held to be liable to no respansibility 
Whatever respecting it ; though he abuse 
all the world; and though his pages be 





filled with sensible plagiarisms, and | 


Oaven and ojhers had to endure the 
treatment of 1817. Some persons think, 


that a change of some sort must take 


place immediately ; and that, at any rate, 
it must take place during this present 
Session of Parliament. _ I am of a dif- 
ferent opinion, Some little patching may 
be attempted ; some little tinkering work ; 
but my opinion is, that very little, if any 
thing, will be done during the present 


original nonsense, ‘session, or be attempted to be. done. 

But, now, my friends, look once more | Men invariably put off the evil hour as 
at what I have quoted from this black- | long as they can; and in this case, the 
guard's publication, which has always | parties really know not what todo. Of 
been, from its very beginning, a mere | one thing, however, they are assured; or, 
base tool in the hands of the understrap- ‘if they be not, they may be; and that 


persof Whitehall. Look at these ex- 
racts once more; and weigh well their 
tendency, They are manifestly intended 
‘0 prepare the minds of the public* for 
some great change. I do not say that 
the change is tobe adopted immediately ; 
‘fo not say, that the precise sort. of 
ange has been determined upon ; , but, 
am certain that Mourray, or the base 
and stupid thing that he hires to write 
\'S, thinks that there is some great 
bene going to take place ; and that, 
drs reason so to think, from some sort 
' half intimation conveyed to him. 
ey one can now see, that things can- 
$° on in the present way ior any 


ch 





is, that they.can do nothing; that they 
can neither make a change in the money 
system nor let that system alone; that 
they can neither stand still, nor move, 
without giving me as complete a triumph 
as ever wasenjoyed by mor(al man; and 
as, to avoid giving me a triumph, they 
would make almost any sacrifice, they 
are, in what one may truly call a most 
comfortable condition : like the partridge 
between hawk and weasel; if they sit still 
the latter sucks their blood; if they move 
the former strikes them down, and tears 
them to pieces. Iam, my friends, 


Your faithful friend, and most 
obedient servant, ~ 
Wan. COBBETT. 
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CHURCH OF IRELAND. 


My readers may have seen, in the 
Newspapers, the petition from me to the 
House of Commons, presented by Mr, 
That Gentle- 
man when he presented the petition ex- 
pressed his disagreement in opinion with 
the petitioner ; and observed, that he had 
written to the petitioner to tell him thal 
he could not support the prayer of his 
petition. And he further said, that, see- 
ing that the petition was respectfully 
worded, he held it to be his duty to pre- 
sent it. Now, I think it necessary to 
state here, that, in the note which accom- 
panied my petition to Mr, Denson, | 
told that Gentleman that | sent it to him 
merely Lecause he was my representative 
in the county of Surrey; that I by no 
means presumed to coneélude that he 
agreed with me in opinion, on the sub- 
ject of the petition; and, that I would 


Denison on Friday last. 


not trouble him with a request to support 


the prayer of it. But that, leaving him 
to pursue his own course as to these 
points, all that I ventured to request was 
that he would have the goodness to pre- 
sent the petition, and to move for its 
being printed. Mr. Denison stated to 
the Bos precisely what I wished him 
to state, except, indeed, that I should 
have been glad, if he had expressed his 
agreement with me in opinion. He did 
his duty in a very proper manner, and 
the ground which he stated for doing it 
was the best possible ground; namely, 
his duty as Member of Parliament. This 
is a matter of very considerable import- 
ance: this is one of the very first duties 
of Members of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. If petitions be respectfully worded ; 
aud if they contain a prayer, and that 
yrayer express something which the 

fouse can possibly grant, no Member of 
Parliament is justified in refusing to pre- 
sent snch petition; or, it he be justified in 
such refusal, the much-vaunted right of 
petition is the most despicable farce that 
ever was heard of in the world. The 
following is the petition : 
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To the Honourable the Commons of the United 
-Kingdom of Great Britam and Ireland, 
in Parliament assembled. 
THE PETITION OF WILLIAM COBBETT, of 
BARNES, IN THE COUNTY OF suRiey, 
Most humbly sheweth, 





That your petitioner prays your Honour. 
lable House, that the Protestant Church of 
Ireland, as by law eStablished, may be, by 
‘law, repealed and utterly abrogated and 
,abolished ; and that this prayer he founds ov 

the facts which he, with the greatest respect, 
| will now proceed tu submit to your Honour. 
able House. 

That, until the year 1547, the Catholic re- 
ligion was the only-religion known in Ireland; 
that, after the Protestant religion was intr- 
| duced into England, it was, by law, made to 
be the religion taught in the churches in Ire- 


‘land; that a Protestaut Clergy were male to 
supplant the Ciergy of the ancient religion; 
that the latter were turned oftt of the livings 
and the churches ; that the altars were pulled 
down and the Mass abolished, and the Pro- 
testant Table and Common Prayer forcibly 
introduced in their stead. 

That the people of Ireland saw with great 
indignation this attempt to force upon them a 
uew and strange religivu, and to compel them 
to abandou aad to become apostates to that 
religion in which they bad been born anti! 
bred, that religion which bad been the rell- 
gion of their fathers for many centuries, avd 
the truth, purity, and wisdom of which were 
so clearly proved by its happy effects. 

That, therefore, the people rejected this 
new religion, of the origin of which, or of 
the authority by which it was imposed on 
them, they had, and could have, no idea; 
but that the Governmeut of England persisted 
in compelling the Irish to submit to an abad- 
doament of the ancient and to an adoption of 
the new religion. 

That, in order to effect this purpese Clergy- 


were sent from England, and that to these 
the tithes, and other Church-revenues, were 
all transferred, leaving the Catliolic Clergy t 
beg or starve; but that, such was the abhor 
rence which the Irish people entertained 
the thought of apostatizing from their re! 
gion, that they shunued as they would have 
shunned deposits of deadly pestilence, those 
churches, to which they had before resorted 
with punctuality and zeal surpassed by the 
people of no nation on the earth; and that, 
still clinging to their faithful Pastors, they 
secretly sought in houses, in barns, in woods 
in caves, amongst rocks, or in fastnesses (! 





some sort, the comforts of that communiv?, - 


to which they no longer dared to resort 
open day. ; 
The Government, irritated at this ¢ontl- 
|Macy, as it was called, but fidelity, 0" 
ought to have been called, resorted to meals 
the most tyrannical, the most cruel, and eve® 


| the most ferocious, in order to subdue this 


men to officiate in the churches of Ireland, - 
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ious fidelity ; that it inflicted fine, imprison- 
nent, torture, or death, and sometimes, two 
sr turee or all of these on the same person, 
Rat it confiscated not only innumerable es- 
tes belonging to Catholics, but whole coun- 
Ries at once, on the plea that this was neces- 
ary io order to plant the Protestant religion ; 
at the lands thus confiscated were given to 
rotestants ; and that, in reality, the former 
pwners were extirpated, or made little better 
han slaves tu the intruders. 
That, however, in spite of acts of tyranny, 
t the thought of which Nero and Caligula 
ould have startled with. horror, which acts 
ontinued to be enforced with unabated rigour 
yr more than 200 years ; that in spite of these 
cts of fining, confiscating, plundering, rack- 
ne, aud killing, all having in view one single 
object, that of compelling the people to con- 
rm to the Church as by law established ; 
hat, in spite of all these atrocious acts, these 
Matchless barbarities of two hundred years, 
he people of Ireland, though their country 
as frequently almost literally strewed with 
iangled bodies, and made red with blood, ad- 
ered with unshaken fidelity to the religion of 
icir and of our fathers; that in spite of death 
votinually looking them in the face ; in spite 
f prisons, racks, halters, axes, and the bowel- 
pping knife; in spiteOf all these, their faith- 
ul Pests have uever deserted them ; and that 
he Priests now in Ireland are the successors of 
gtiousands of heroic martyrs, many of whom 
ere actually ripped up and cut into quarters. 
Phat, nevertheless, the new Ghurch, by law 


stablished, got safely into her possession all | 


ne property that had belonged to the ancient 
burch; and that she took all the tithes, all 
® parsonage-houses, all the glebes, all the 
toded estates, which in Ireland are of im- 
leuse extent and value; so that Ireland ex- 
ibited, has, for nearly three hundred years, 
entinued to exhibit, and still exhibits, the 
‘range sight of an enormously rich established 
lurch nearly without flocks, and on t':e 
ther hand, an almost mendicant priesthood 
ith flocks comprising the main part of the 
cople; it exhibits a religious system, which 
kes the use of the churches from the mil- 
vns, and gives it to the thousands ; that takes 
ne churches from that religion by the fol- 
wers of which they were founded and en- 
owed, and gives them to that religion the 
lowers of which protest against the faith of 
Semmens amd endowers, and brand their 
‘ston as idolatrous and damnable. 
Whpr your humble petitioner can form an 
- of no being short of a fiend, in point of 
“'shity and cruelty, capable of viewing such 
s sy without feelings of horror ; and, there- 
ae 'e 18 confident, that your Honourable 
se, still, as he hopes, animated with the 
eevevolent spirit which led to the recent 
‘actnent in favour of the persecuted Catho - 
! Pete Hee to put an end to a scene so 
cone on to injustice so flagrantly out- 


That it must be manifest to every one,that 





594 


there could be, for giving the vast revenues 
of the Church of Ireland to a Protestant 
Clergy, no ground other than that those reve- 
nues might be applied in such manner as to 
cause the main body of the people to become 
and remain Protestants, and that, too, of the 
communion established by law: that those 
‘revenues, on the most moderate estimate, 
amount to three millions of pounds sterling a 
year; that several of the Irish Bishops have, 
of late years, left, at their death, personal pro- 
perty exceeding, for each, two hundred thou- 
sand pounds; that the Deaneries and Pre- 
bends, and other benefices in the Church of 
Irelaud, as by law established, are of great 
value; and that your humble petitioner is sure 
that your Honourable House will not deem 
him presumptuous, if he take it for granted, 
that your Honourable“House will allow, that 
it is impossible that any Government in its 
seuses, that any but tyrants, aud marl tyrants, 
too, would have given these immense revenues 
to the Protestant Clergy, unless with a view, 
and in the confident expectation, of seeing the 
people, or a largé part of them at any rate, 
converted to the Protestant faith, and joining 
in the Protestant communivn ; for, that, other- 
wise, it must have been evident, that those 
immense revenues could only serve to create 
division, and to perpetuate all the passions 
hostile to the peace aud prosperity of a country. 

That, however, at the end of two hundred 
and seventy-six years, there are, in Ireland, 
even a less number of Church Protestants 
‘than, as your humble petitioner finds good 
historical reason for believing, there were an 
hundred and eighty years ago; and that it is, 
a fact generally admitted, that the Church- 
Protestants in that country have long been, 
and still are, decreasing in number, com- 
pared \with that of the Catholics, and also 
compared with that of those Protestant sects 
-~vho stand alvof from her Common Prayer and 
Communion ; that it is an undoubted fact, 
that, in many parishes, there are scarcely any 
Protestants at all; that, in some parishes, 
there is not one; that throughout the whole 
country, there is not, on an average, more 
than one Church-Protestant to every six Ca-~ 
tholics or Dissenters; and that, while the 
Catholics are shut out of the churches found.. 
ed and endowed by their forefathers of the 
same faith, and while these churches are 
empty, or, at best, echo to the solitary voice 
of the stipendiary agent of the opulent and 
luxurious non-residing incumbent, the Catho- 
lics are compelled, either to abandon the pub- 
lic practice of their worship, to build chapels 
at their own expense, or, which they are fre- 
quently compelled to do, kneel down on the 
ground and in the open air. 

That, if your Honourable House will hardly 
be able to refrain from expressing deep indig. 
nation “at the thought of a scene like this 
(existing, apparevtly, with your aypre 
it would be presumption indeed, in your 
humble petitioner, to attempt to estimate the 


Feelings with which you must contemplate 
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the present state of the Irish Church, as by 
law established, and the present application 
of its prodigious revenues. 
That there are in Ireland 3, 

that these are moulded into 515 livings, and 
that, therefore, each parson has, ou an-ave- 
rage, the tithes and glebes of more than nine 
parishes; that this Is uot the worst, however, 
for that many of the livings are united, and 
that the whele 3,403 parishes are divided 
amongst less than 350 Parsons; that of the 
3,403 parishes there are only 139 that have 
parsonage-houses, so that there is now re 
maining only one parsonage house to every 
Zi parishes, and enly 465 that have any 
churches, or one church to seven parishes ; 
aud that even in these, residence of the in- 
cumbent, or even a curate, seldom takes 
place for any length of time ; that the Church, 
as by law established, would seem to be mere- 
ly the means of making, out of the public re- 
sources, provision for certain families and 
persous; that of the four Archbishops and 
eighteen Bishops of the Irish Church, as by 
law established, there are, as your petitioner 
believes, fourteen who are, by blood or mar- 
riage, related to Peers; that a similar prin- 
ciple appears to your humble petitioner to 
prevail in the filling of the other diguities aud 
the livings; and that, therefore, the Irish 


Church, as by law established, really does | 


seem to your humble petitioner to exist for 
ho purpose other than that of furnishing the 
Government with the means of bestowing 
largesses on the Aristocracy. 


That, though this must, as your petitioner | 


presumes your Honourable House will believe, 
be a great evil, it is attended with evils still 
greater than itself; that to expect, in sucha 
state of things, a willing payment of tithes 


Crercy or tne Esranruisnry Cavurcn; 


{03 parishes ; | 

































| That, hence arise, as your humble peti. 
| tiover firmly believes, all the discontents, all 
_ the troubies, all the poverty, nakedness, hyy. 
ger, all the human degradation in Ireland: 
and this belief he founds upon facts which 
are undeniable. 

That, when the Reformation laid its merci. 
fess haud on Ireland, that country, blessed 
with a soil and climate as good as any iv the 
world, had 649 moxasteries and other founda. 
tions of that nature ; that it had a church iy 
every parish, instead of having, as now, one 
church, on_au average, to seven parishes; 
that it had then a Priest in every parish, who 
relieved the poor and repaired the church out 
of the tithes; thatit had, in the mounasterics 
and in the Bishops’ palecesé, so many points 
whence the peor, the widow, the orphan, and 
the stranger, received relief ; and that it had 
(greater than all the rest) unity of faith, 
glory to Gop with one voice, peace on earth, 
| and good will towards men. 





That, alas! your humble petitioner need not 
tell your Honourable House, that these have 
all, yea all, been swept away by the means 
made use of to introduce, establish and up- 

jhold the Protestamt Hierarchy; that these 
/ means are still in practice, and are, in pro- 
_ductiveness of turmoil aud misery, as active 
and eflicient as ever; and that, as lung as this 
Hierarchy shatl continue to exist, these same 
meaus must, your petitioner is conviuced, be 
| employed constantly aud with unabated ngour. 
| That, therefore, your humble petitouer 
| prays that your Honourable House, proceeding 
upon the clear precedents set by former Par- 
‘liaments, will be pleased to passa law to ree 
peal, abrogate, abolish, aud render utter) 
frustrate aud of no effect, the Protestaut 
Church new established by law in Jreland; 


aud clerical dues, would be next to a trait of that vou will he pleased tu ‘cause a just als 


micduess ; that the tithes are often collected 
by the aid of a military force, and that blood- 
shed is not untfrequeutly a circumstance in 
the enterprise ; that it is manifest that, if 
there were no military force kept ap, there 
could be wo tithes collected; aud that, there- 
hove, to the evil of the present application of 
the Irish Church rovenues, is to be added the 
cost, and all the other evils arising from the 
keeping up of a great standing army in Ire- 
land; that, besides this army, there is kept 
ov foot an armed, and, sometimes, mounted, 
police establishment, costing an immense sum 
annually; that it is clear that neither army 
nor police wuuld be w anted in lreland, were 
at nut fur the exisieuce of the Church Esta- 
blishment, which the Catholics and Dissen- 
ters, Who form six parts out of seven of the 
people, must naturally, aul notoriously do, 
detest apd abhor; that, therefore, while the 
Irish Church, as by law established, appears 
tv your humble petitioner ts be kept up asa 
source fur supplyiug Government with the 
means uf bestowing largesses on the Aristo- 
eracy, the army and police appear to him to 
be required solely for the purpose of giving 
efficiency aud permanence to that supply. 


tribution, in future, of the tithes and other 
| revenues now received by that Church ; that, 
‘in this distribution, you will be pleasea & 

cause to be made effectual provision for 

relief of the poor ; aud that you will be pieases 

ta adopt, relative tg the prema such a 
| measures as, in your wisdom, you shall deca 
| to be meet. 

And your petitioner will ever pray. 

Wo. COBBETI. 

Barn-E£lm, April 20, 18%. 





CLERGY 
, , or THE 
ESTABLISHED CHURCH. 


Tue following letter was publishel 
in the Morning Herald of the 2eth AP , 
When I have imserted it, 1 will ad 
few remarks, which I ee , 
for fear of trespassing too much 0 





Morning Hera 
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Barn- Elm Farm, 25th Apri!, 1829. 

1. Sin,—I beg leave to thank you feranar 
icle, which, under your City head, appeared 
n the Morning Herald of yesterday, in which 
rticle you give us your opinion, or, the public 

port, relative to the Duke of Wellington's 
urmised intentions with regard to the pro- 
perty of the Church. But, Sir, there is one 
artof this article with respect to which I differ 
fom you in opinion 5 and, if you will indulge 
ye with the space, 1 will-state to you the 
rounds of that difference, 

2. The passage to which I allude is in the 
vilowing words: ** Nevertheless, the pay iment 
‘of the Clergy out of the land is, in our 
‘ opinion, the least objectionable aid the least 
*‘ onerops mode that could be devised. Itisa 
plau which renders the Parson, in a great 
measure, independent of his flock, and not 
at all burdensome to them, providing it was 
put upon a proper footing. We are aware 
that many people think that a Clergyman 
ought not to be independent of his hearers 
in pecuviary matters; but we would ask 
such persons how they can expect a Minister 
to preach foreibly against the vices of his 
congregation, when by so doing he may 
offend them, and thus be deprived of his 
bread? Dissenting Parsous are dependent 
in such matters upon their cougregations ; 


~ ee ee ee ae) 


- -_ -~ * 


that body, though in the main highly re- 
spectable, feel the necessity of preaching in 
such a manner as shall be agreeable to their 
hearers. In short, there is too much reason 
to believe that they neither lash their preju- 


~ - x a= & - 


wise would do. It may be said that such 
ractices are prevalent in the Church of 
England—and we are afraid there is too 
much truth in the accusation ; but we have 
no doubt the evil would be far greater were 


- 


- 


- 


. the ir flocks. 


which cannot be discussed with any effect 
_“thout taking up more room than can be 
eee in the columus of a newspaper.” 
symiet Crk} if k be to understand, that the 
lthben hadi Clergy, and the appointment 
¢ Enel, vs to the custom of the Church 
hei, be . » 8 the least objectionable,” 1 must 
beinios t a dissent completely from that 
i for exe t 1s very true, that for parishioners 
atte en oe to have the selecting and 
at cs i soinetimes turning off, at their 
t all ge their religious teachérs, is not 
m4. a surd than it would be for school- 
hh tern ait appoiut, pay, and when they 
setae ‘thon 0 ee masters ; or, for sheep to 
rpable Bs shepherd, supposing sheep t) be 
~ mecesas reenng their pleasure in a man- 
Bext te} ty such a case. 1 grant, that it 
Ppoitited ‘possible, that religious teachers 
(in this way should do their duty. 


-~ *- 
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Pendeuton the breath of ag. mr 
“I DS 
uot be expected to discharge their duty, it 


and the consequence is, that the majority of 


dices nor their sins in the way that they other- | 


4. But, Sir, though teachers, thus abselutely. 
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does nut follow that men, appointed as the 
church clergy are, though independent of their 
flocks, will do their duty. All these geathemen 
have made a very solemn vow at the altar, 
that they believe themselves to have been 
called by the Hoty Guost to take upon them 
the cure of souls. They have declared, in the 
most solemn manner, that they will wateh 
over their flocks without ceasing; that they 
will be vigilant to keep the enemy from the 
fold; that they will be watehful in seasou and 
out of season; aud, in short, vows more $0- 
lemn of incessant watchfuluess aud devotion 
tu their flocks it is absolutely impossible for 
mento make. Yet, Sir, hear this one fact: 
in the year 181], a Return, laid before the 
Parliament, showed that, of 10,434 incum- 
beuts in England and Wales, 5,037 were not 
residing in their parishes! Lest you should 
not believe your eyes, L repeat, that of ten 
thousand four hundred and thirty-four incum- 
bents in England and IWales, five thousand 
and thirty-seven were not residing in their 
parishes ! 





by his flock, and liable to be turned off at 
their pleasure, may be, perhaps, cowardly 
enuugh in the discharge of his duty, especially 
towards the rich, who want most lashing ; but, 
‘at any rate, he must discharge his duty as 
well, at least, as one who is, peMaps, five 
hundred miles from his flock. Besides, Sir, 
there is a medium course tp steer ; the Clergy 
ought not to be independeut of every body and 
‘every thing, as ours have been, completely, 
'ever since the year 1402, when Sir William 
Scott brought iu the famous Bill, which took 
from the people the power of compelling them 
| to reside on theirlivings on pain of heavy for- 
feitures. The people ought not to have the 
| power of appointing them and turning them 
off ; but the people ought to have the power 





‘ th > Bre ic - } ° . . . . 
Ee ehaDhened clergy dependent for the of compelling them to reside on their livings ; 
| as of existence upon the generosity of | and this power they had until the year 1e02, 
rhis is a subject, however, | since which time the Clergy have set the 


"people at defiance. For Parsons to be com- 
| pelled to reside constantly amidst their flocks, 
and not to carry on farming, nor trafficking, 
was a ** rejic of Popery,”” which that true 
Protestant, Sir W. Scoit (then Member forthe 
University of Oxford) brought iu a Bill to 
abolish ! 

6. Then, Sir, as to the source of appoint- 
ment. It ought to be very different from that 
which exists in England and Ireland. In many 
of the cases, the Jiving is a thing bought and 
sold. 1 have seen many scores advertised in 
your paper; sometimes the next presentation 
for sale; and sometimes the living in fee- 
simple. 
of Parliament, that, when his constituents 
complained of his haying spoken or voted con- 
trary tu tueir interest, he said, ** | botight ye, 
and J'l) sell ye fur the most I can get.” Ido 
not say that the Church contains incumbeuts 
so profligate as to hold lauguage like this ; but 
when o man has bought his or his 
Vicarage, who is to expect that he will think 








5. Now, Sir, a hireling Minister, selected 


It is said of some profligate Member: 
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himself bound to show any great deal of affec-'that they held the property in trust for the 
tion towards his parishioners? It must be poor; a religion the basis of which was charity, 
considered as a matter of money with him; real active charity ; a religion which was ay 
and it must be expected, that he will make the affair of deeds rather than of words. Here, Sir, 
most that he can of an article that be has were natural and powerful ties in great aby. 
hought; so, that, here is a little too much of dance; ties which incessantly bound the pas- 
independence; if meauness and servility be to tor and the flock tu each other; there was ny 
be expected from the wretchedly dependent | need to think about dependence or independ. 
Minister; from him, who claims his living in ence ; the connexion was nearly that of a fa- 
right of his purse, disregard aud insolence may ther and his children : and, Sir, while all must 
reasonably be looked for. allow thatit is a sorrowful thing that such con- 
7. You are sv staunch a Protestant, Sir, nexion should have ceased tu exist, no reason- 
that | am almost afraid to say, that the only! able man can, I think, expect to see it restored, 
religious establishment. that the world ever as long as our Establishment remains what it 
yet saw, which ensured a due discharge, a now is.—I am, Sir, your most humble aul 
fi arless discharge, of clerical duties, was that, Most obedient servant, 
of -the Church of our forefathers. In the ap- | Wa. COBBETY, 


pointment of the Priests, the focks had no-| ader will pay particular 
thing to do: the appointment came from at I hope the reade pay Pe - 


power independent of politics and of Ministers attention to the filth paragraph ok the 
of State; it came from the chiefs of a Church above. It would be difficult to point out 
which acknowledged no human law to be its) one single relationship between the peo- 
foundation. Puen, the unmarried state of the ple and the government with respect to 
Priest; the natural absence of all motive mm)" .. y b ade 
him for making his court to the great, he hav- | which encroachments have not cell made 
ing bo sous or sous-in-law for whom to solicit | Upon the former. In all sorts ot ways 
place or emolument; this circumstance, toge- | their rizhts, immunities, privileges, SC. 
ther with the seantiness of his wants, made | curity for liberty and property and life, 
him truly independent of the rich and p ywer- | : pl a “ 
ful, and left him without any motive for! have been SVS one diminishing ever 
shrinkingSvom his duty. And, of the truth of | since the Septennial bill was passed, but 
these remarks we have, Sir, a remarkable| particulaily since the poisonous power ol 


illustration in the history of the divorce of | Dp a ] a 
; 3 ; T" rate. In all sorts 0 
Heury VILL. Just before this unlawful divorce | ssh began to operate : 


: : las 
took place, and when no Bishop had the cou- | ways this abridgment of the aa 
rage to remonstrate against it; when all others rights has been at work. Who wi 

were afraid even to speak to the King on the | pretend that it is not right that parsons 
subject, a Priar that is, a Priest who could | should be compelled to reside upon their 
have no property, and who was in fact a beg- | livi ? Wh il tend that they 
gar), preaching before the King’s face, at| IVINgS : . O Wi preven : } e 
Greenwich, compared Lim to Anas, and told | have a right to carry away the pro a 
him ** to take heed, lest he found Anas’s | of their livings and spend it elsewhere | 


punishment, and had his blood licked up by! | we their 
dogs.” The Friar, when called before eel ee how are they to pert 


Council, and told, that he ought to be “sowed duty, or any duty at all, if they do . 
up in a sack and flung into the Thames,” an- | reside? The old law enabled the peop, 
swered: ** threaten these things to rick and | it enabled any man, to inform against 


dainty persons; | fear them not; and I know : ; ide; and to 
the way to Heaven to be as ready by water as |“"), Parson who did not reside; . 


. > , it, 
by land.” Itis not the greatness of a man’s make him pay a prett round sum, 7 
means that makes him independent so much | the course of a whole year, he wa 
as the smallness of bis wants. A Protestant) absent thirty days, putting all the days 


Rector, with five thousand pounds a-year, | tag : fi ac 
; ' 800 ous imiorm 
may be, and generally is, much more depen- together In . ae: 


dent than a poor Priest with forty pounds tions were laid under this statute; “ 
a-year. instead of the law taking its course, 
8. But, Sir, to preach and pray and read, law was passed to sfay the proceedings! 


formed but @ part, and by no means the’ sse 
ve A . w was pas 
greatest part, of the duties of that Clergy o the courts; then another la P 


r ther 
whose revenues, our Protestant Clergy have x0 quash them altogether ‘ ~— “4 r0- 
the possession. The Clergy of the ancient | Vas’ passed to put an end to such 


Church had to distribute a large part of the | ceedings anerenee ; to take away fro" 


revenues of the Church amongst the poor, the h hiect; 
hel A e su 
widow, and the stranger; in their time, there | the people al power upon t J 


; sons ve 
were 0 pawpers, bo poor-rates, no Church- ‘to enable the bishopsto let the parece a 
rates. Theirs was a religion which taught absent from their livings when te) 


them, that the revenues’of the Church did not pleased and as long as they pleased ' So 
belong to them; areligion w 


hich taught them, that, here were the clergy totally jnde> 
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ndent of the people; and, accordingly, 

» find, that, in eight years after this 
et was passed, there were more than 
¢ thousand of them non-resident out of 
thousand and some odd! There has 
pen no return on the subject, I believe, 
ince 1811, and I dare say we shall never 
» another; but I should not at all 
onder, if there were now three non- 
ident parsons to every resident in 
ekingdom! Besides this, the old law 
bade the clergy to rent farms and to 
ry on traffic. Sir Wa. Scorr kindly 
lieved them from this “ badge of po- 
pery” also; and now they rent farms 
d traffic away most gloriously! Poh! 
js time for us; it is high time for us 
urge the Parliament to pass a law to 
yeal this Church which was by Law 
ablished ; which boasts of having been 
ablished by law, and which can, 

refore, be unestablixhed by law. 


ae ee CC Se ee oe - 


TO ALEXANDER BARING, 
LOAN MONGER, 


. Barn-Elm Farm, 29th April, 1829. 
LING, 

Virar do you think of the thing now! 
» you think that it is now under the 
things of a hot fit or cold fit? And, 
© you any idea when the thing will 
well again, or when it will get better ? 
you live a few years, Barrne, there 
lcome a time for Mr, Hunr to re- 
d you, with all due torm and cere- 
ny, of the Speech you ‘made about 
hin Parliament, in 1926 ; and, that 

may be prepared, by having the 
§ Somewhat fresh in yourmemory, | 
© insert a copy of the letter which he 
'e to you on thatoccasion. I call you 
N Moncer, monger meaning dealer, 

you being a notorious dealer in 
‘. Mr. Hunt has, as the public 
See, given you, with great propriety, 
‘ame name, The letter of Mr. Hunt 
a8 follows. 


























_ 


" 36, Stamford-street, Feb. \4th, 1826. 


I see by the report of the Parlia- 
*ntary proceedings, published in the 
““spapers this morning, that you 
ve done me the honour to notice me 











“ and my business as a manufacturer of 
‘‘ blacking, in your second speech upon 
“ the Currefcy last night in the Honor- 
“able House. (Vide Morning Herald 
‘this day.) ‘The Blacking-man, would 
* € oo round, with other itinerant Patri- 
‘“*¢ ots; and, the stomachs of the people 
‘‘* being empty, and their ears open, 
“ ¢ they would believe every thing which 
“« was told them with too great cre- 
“ « dulity.—In the first place, permit 
‘me, Sir, to offer you my best thanks 
“ for thus publicly advertising my black- 
“ing within the walls of the House of 
‘Commons, and for which, I beg your 
‘“ acceptance of a bottle of my very best 
‘“« « matchless.’— Having done this, I take 
‘‘ leave to add, when that crisis of Na- 
‘tional distress arrive, which you so 
*¢ feelingly anticipate, and tothe bringing 
“ about of which no man has contributed 
“with a more unsparing hand than 
“ Alexander Baring; then, Sir, the 
“ Blacking-man, as you in your elegant 
“ phraseology are pleased to call him, 
* will be found quite as good and efficient 
‘a member of the community, whether 
“ within or without the walls of Parlia- 
“ ment, as the Loan Mouger or the Siock 
“© Monger. 
“ Tam, Sir, 
“ Your obedient humble servant, 


“Tt, HUNT, 
*€ To Alexander Baring, Esq,, M.P.” 


Now, loan-monger, or loan-man, do 
you believe that there is any person of 
sense in the whole country, that does not 
think a blacking-man as good as a loan- 
man or a stock-man ¢ Let the crisis come, 
and do you believe that no inguiry is to 
take place with regard to the past? The 
blacking-man_ will have been found to 
have had nothing to do in producing the 
crisis: not so with others; and, for my 
part, I should despise the man who 
would be content unless full inquiry and 
investigation were gone into. You 
thought that you might, with perfect im- 
punity, throw out yourimputation against 
“* the Blacking-nan” and his fellow- 
‘ patriots,” as you sneeringly call them. 
I trust I shall live to see you more modest, 
f remember you for very nearly thirty 


years past in this country; and 1 also. 
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remember you in another country. I | sume to makeany comments, being con. 
shall say no more to you at present. | vinced that you will do ample justice ty 
Having just reminded you ofthese things, this dreadtul state of things. I will only 
I shall leave you toruminate upon them, | trouble you with one or two remarks 
until we shall see you come forth with| which I find it impossible to withhold, 
an apology, 1 suppose, for the strange | namely: at Bristol, last week, a pri 
state of things which we now behold. soner was ohly senteneed to seve 
Wy. COBBETT. _ |years’ transportation for Coryive and 
passing base half-crowns in imite 
‘Tam ha: tion of the King’s coin; whilst in this 
county, out of upwards of forty foun 
guilty of death, one only is to be hang 
ed; and that one is for passing forged 
notes of a c-untry banker!!! 
I was a few days ago speaking toa 
gentleman out of Gloucestershire, who 
told me that he had six thousand pounis 





ee —_ + -——- - 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 





Tichester, April 15, 1829. 
Sin,—Having for several years past 
been much pleased with your able ex- 
posure of the paper system, that hes 
been so long suffered to enrse this un- 


fortunate country with its baneful effects: |in one of the banks in Gloucester tha 
and seeing every day more and more | failed a few years since: and thata 
the truth of what you foretold would be! gentleman, who had a considerable sun 
the consequence to this kingdom if that | also locked up in the same bank, asked 
system was continued, I cannot but |one of the partners before the Comm 
think that you will excuse my troubling | sjoners, what property he had when le 
you with this letter, the object of which commenced banking ; and was answerel 
is to point out to you a few facts for! by the bankrupt banker, -with a lor 
your future animadversions, which have! how, “NOT ONE FARTHING.’ 








taken place in this county (Somerset), | | ask, ought any one to be hanged for 


In January last the Quarter Sessions 
were held at Wells, at which Sessions | 
SEVENTEEN prisoners were sen- 
tenced to be transported for life, and 
one for fourteen years; besides mauy 
others fora less term of years! Surely 
euch a scene as this was never before wit- 
nessei! in this country: a country which we 
have been taught to believe is the ‘envy 
of surrounding nations and the admira- 
tion of the world.” At the assizes for this 
county, just terminated, there were éwo 
hundred and nine prisoners for trial; 
and such was the rapid increase of com- 
mitments during the assizes, that after 
the Court had been engaged for threé 
days, there were as many prisoners for 


Jotces at the change!!! 


passing or forging such bankers’ notes’ 
Since the return of those who wet 
found guilty of the capital offences, 
who most probably will be transported 
and indeed, who one and ail expect 
L have had an opportunity of seeint 
many of them, and also learning thet 
opinions about leaving their native land, 
and I have not found one but what 
I am, Sir, 

With great respect, 

Your obedient y 


—— 


PROTESTANT LIE. 








trial on the fourth day as there were on! 


the firstday. Upwarids of seventy have | 
been convicted of capital offences! of 
which number more than rorry have. 


been found guilty of crimes subjecting 


them to death!! One only, however, out | 


of the whole is lelt for execation ; and 
that is a man by the name of — Bailey, 
for passing forged notes of a countr 

bank!!! This, no doubt, you will pd 
preciate as it deserves. J will not pre- 


Wurraxer (a Rector of the Chard 
of England). in his History of Matt 
Queen of Scors, observes, that © 
Protestants, he is ashamed to 
were, from the very first, remeth# 
for dies and perjury. 1 have o!te" ‘ 
io observe on the inflimots falsehoods 
the book called Fox’s Boox of Mant 
and I have now to notice a plain, imp 
dent, protestant lie, which has ® 
taught as truth for ages to all the J" 











in this table, or list, there is the follow- 
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people of England. There is a chrono- 
ogical table of remarkable “ events ” at 
he end of Jounson’s Dictionary. And, 


MANCHESTER WORKS. 


Tats is Wednesday; too late for me 
to say much about this affair; but, I 
will just observe to Parson Hay, and 
the rest of the thanked magistraey, and 
‘to the ‘thanked yeomanry, and to the cot- 
arnished lie; a true, naked, protestant |ton Jords in the hedl-hole, who so perse- 
ie. Thousands of such lies are taught | outed Mr. Honr, that the persons oak 
: English books : this one by mere acct- |lected together by that gentleman did 
pent met my eye yesterday. This Ra- | not destroy looms and burn factories ! 
ainLac Was the son of an attorney of} He survived all the hellish machinations 
vcovteme. He followed, for some of the Cotton Lords and their abettors ; 


ime, the profession of his father. He and he now, doubtless, laughs at them, 
fierwards wished to be admitted into the | ,. 7 do. 


rder of the Feviitans, and took their, 


abits ; bat was, on account of bad be- | 


aviour, at the end of six weeks, ex-| DUKE ann MARQUIS. 


jelled. He was afterwards accused of | Tun quarrel between these two 
ees . hg having escaped, he re-| , ar Ay te ener 
irned to his oc tion of a , are ; " 

orem " i Faliu re of a uP nour on any brace of aged spinsters in 
aries Wengen ais tia eee any of the new and pleasant squares in 
letest, he became desperate, nut very the purlieus of the Wen. We gather 
gies, "Be Sea gig prac from the letters, however, that the King 
meg Seg Seg cc tag sire gave his assent to the Cathdlie Bill 


Po Every effort was made to discover | 54, great reluctance, and that the Duke 
he had any accomplices, and the 


on tr “4 . | did not expect it to do any thing in the 
a iat done ay of rangeiliing Hela! 
tory) Parts aaa it confirms all my conjectures as to the 
st (o last, it never appeared that he | 247 motives for adopting the measure 
as excited by any body to do the deed. cx ikey wis pons ‘ 
rf a rc was this: “ 1 believed 
that | was doing right in killing a , 
king who, I thought, Nohad to oka QUARTERLY REVIEW. 
war upon the Pope. I had dreams; I raanx ‘“ Constant Reader” for his 
and revelations ; | believed that I was letter, He will see that I had (before 
serving God, I now acknowledge, | I got it) noticed the very passages that 
that L was deceived, and that Iam he points out. To be sure the meanness 


ny line: “ Year 1610, Henry LV. King 
of France assassinated by Ravartiac, 
‘a PRIEST.”—This is a sheer un- 














guilty of a horrible crime; I never of this fellow, Murray (for I shall stick - 


was excited to it by any body.” This to_ him) is quite withont a parallel, 
the true account of the killing of While he is refuting all the opinions 
enry the Fourth; but the abused, the | that he has ever expressed and pro- 
eated people of England, who read mulgated; while he 1 doing this by 
story ina cursory manner, have been using my atguments, and almost m 
ought up inthe belief, that Ravarnnac very words, the sorry vagabond actually 
as a Catholic Priest, The ople,  calumniates me; and, whichris still more 
is deceived, are not to be blamed ;| monstrous, affects to despise my opinions, 
thow shall we find words to express thongh thase opinions coincide with 
r detestation of the abandoned villains those which he himself (a few pages 
ho deceive theta! I verily believe, that later) expresses !— However, : events, 
re are more lies, more base. atid| events, events! These will soon make 
cked lies, in English books, than. in| the mean wretch cease to calimniate 
the other books in. the world put.to-|me. A few months more wiil (if fio re- 
ut. nae 3 medy be applied) frighten this fellow 
out of his senses, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


BURDETT. 


Nor having heard this man’s name 
pronounced for some time, I began to 
think that he was gone off after Can- 
nino, still to stick his knees in his back. 
But to-day, the 4th of May, I perceive 
that he is here upon earth yet. The 
Examiner Newspaper having lumped 
him with the Morning Chronicle as a 
great admirer of a standing army in the 
time of peace, and as thinking military 
men the best possible magistrates and 


ministers, Docror Brack, ashamed of | 


such company (as well he might!) says: 
‘“‘ we utterly disclaim all participation in 
“ the nonsense uttered by Sir Francis 
“ Burperrrespecting the peculiar quali- 
* fication of the military for civil employ- 
“ments.” This was certainly prudent 
in the Docror; for, to be in that com- 
yuny iS to expose a man, not actually to 
« spitten upon, but to contempt bey ond 
the power of words to describe. This 
eulogist of military ministers spent no 
small part of eight or ten years of his 
life in endeavouring to rouse the people 
against the standing army. However, 
here we have him hooked into a satire 
by the Examiner (the very last pen 
that stuck to him); and disclaimed for his 
nonsense by the Morning Chronicle. We 


shall hear very little more of this man, | 


my readers may depend. 





ADVICE TO YOUNG MEN. 


In a former Register I announced, 
that on the Ist June I should publish 
the first number of a work containin 
advice to young men. The title is 
to be, ‘Advice to Young Men, and 
“incidentally and with great diffi- 
“‘ dence, to Young Women, in ‘the 
** middle and higher ranks of life.” ] 
shall begin with the Yourn, go to: the 


Youne Maw or the Bacuevor, talk | 


the matter over with hin as a Lover, 
then consider him in the character. of 
Huspanp; then as Faruer; then as 
Crrizen or Sessxcr ; though if he wil) 
be ruled hy me, he will, if he can, con- 
trive to exist in the former of these two 
capacities. Such will be the nature of 
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my work ; or, rather, such will be the 
division of it. Each number will cop. 
tain thirty pages of print; will be cover. 
ed by-a wrapper made of the Cory 
Paper, which will have notices, adver. 
tisements, and the like, in the usual way, 
The work is intended to contain twelve 
Numbers, to be published on the first 
day of every month, and the price of 
each Number will be Sixpence. So that 
for six shillings, expended in one year 
of his life, I do believe that any 
Youth or Young Man may acquire that 
knowledge, which will enable him to 
pass the rest of his life with as litile as 
possible of those troubles and inconve. 
niences which arise from want of being 
warned of danger in time. At any rate, |, 
who have passed safely through as many 
dangers as any man that ever lived, will 
give my young countrymen the means 
‘of acquiring all the knowledge relative 
to these matters, which my experience 
has given me. 


COBBETT’S 
GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 
oF 
ENGLAND AND WALES. 

_ Tus work, which has been so Jong it 


hand, is now in the press. It will com 
jtain the name, situation, Kc., of every 








; * 


parish and even of every hamlet ; it wil 
contain a description and an accoutttof 
the country; also of each county ; and 
will, I trust, convey more useful i 
formation on this subject, than has ert 
| been conveyed in all other books put 
gether. 


ad 


THE LANCET: 
No. 297, published this day, contails :- 


Dr. Bronpeit” on Disorgavization of the 

Uterus—New Discoveries on the Auatomy 
| the Brain—Hospital Apprentices—British ™ 
| Scotch Medical Jouruals—Mr. Warburte? 
| Bill — St. Bartholomew’s Dinner — Hos’ 
Reports—An Impostor in the Country—\” 
poration of Hags, ** Regulations,” &¢. - '" 

‘The Volume containing Sir Astley (oP 
Lectures has heen just reprinted.—Co™ 
Sets of this Work may now be obtained 
all Booksellers. Wh 
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